What the IT does:

In October of 2007, Apple released its sixth edition of operating systems called the “Leopard”. The product is available in two formats; one for personal computers and one for system operation intended for business use. The new product features over three hundred new improvements to the previous system, the “Tiger”. Some of the new advances include; improvements to core operating components, new applications, and new developer tools. Furthermore, the Leopard consists of a major alteration to the Mac interface called Cover Flow (3 dimensional interface), a sweeping update to numerous included productivity programs, and an improved Mac OS security system. One such revolutionary application, the new Boot Camp application, provides basic Windows compatibility and the ability to run Windows programs at native speeds even though it is actually a Mac operating system. Another impressive feature is the Time Machine which automatically supports for incremental backups. In essence, the Leopard is able to bypass the old way of creating an identical copy of your drive, and instead tracks the files you’ve changed and saves those changes on an hourly basis. You can even create an amazing expose-like multiple desktop setting.

How the IT works:

The Mac OS X Leopard is an operating system. The main responsibility of the system is managing the hardware and software of the computer. An operating system is like a good parent, because it’s main job is to make sure that the application being used gets the necessary resources while not neglecting the rest of computer’s programs. In essence, the operating system must balance the various applications and ensure that an appropriate amount of resources is allocated to each application. An operating system is also in charge of providing an application program interface. A consistent program interface is key for two reasons. It keeps applications organized so users can easily navigate through them, and it ensures that an application on one computer will also be able to run on another computer. The system works by being connected to both the hardware and software resources. It links these two aspects of the computer so that they work in sync. 

What the IT’s is or could be on business:

The Leopard has many potential business uses. For example, one of the new applications, “Back to my Mac”, allows users to access personal files while being away from their home computer. This is potentially very helpful in businesses because it allows employee’s to access their work files at home very easily and quickly. The Leopard does not require the purchase of a whole new computer but can be simply downloaded onto your current computer. This allows customers to have the benefits of a brand new computer and the improved technology without having to spend loads of money. There slogan is “Add a New Mac to your Mac”. In fact, if you have purchased a Mac within the last 6 months, you are able to upgrade to the “Leopard” free of charge. The iCal feature, is now five years old, but Leopard’s iCal 3.0 is the first version that doesn’t feel like a toy. “The iCal interface is more straightforward and responsive, and the ability to edit entries by double-clicking on them eliminates the unwieldy Get Info pane of previous versions. iCal 3.0 also supports the CalDAV standard for group calendaring, which threatens to turn iCal into a true business tool.” 

In brief, the Leopard is simply a different version of any other operating system you would see like the Tiger or Vista. However, we find the Leopard to have certain features that are particularly interesting and useful to business practices. It is these very features that put the Leopard in a class of its own. Here are our top three Leopard features useful for business:

The Back to My Mac application allows you to use your cable modem or DSL accounts to connect to your Mac from anywhere in the world via the internet.  If you have a laptop and you discover you’ve left an important file on your desktop Mac at home, there is no need to worry because the Mac OS X leopard offers several ways to connect to your Mac from a distant location through the Back to My Mac application.  The way it works is a system of file sharing through remote networking of .Mac users.  This application also offers screen sharing and file sharing with windows and other operating systems.  In order to communicate with these other operating systems, those systems must have a free VNC (Virtual Network Computing) client program which allows it to be compatible.  The way this application would be useful in the business world is how multiple companies can easily share files, also how business men/women away from home can access previously unreachable files left on their home desktops. 

Another neat feature that comes along with the Leopard operating system is “Time Machine.”  The Time Machine is a backup system that is said to be rock-solid, complete, and automatic.  Previous operating systems had very little backup or the user was required to save photos, music, movies or other files by burning copies onto blank CDs of DVDs.  You don’t have to remember to do a backup, insert a tape or find a cartridge; you just relax knowing your information is safe.  This excellent feature allows there to be a safe copy of your entire system: your system files, programs, settings, music, pictures, videos, document files—everything.  In order to use this application you simply go to the Time Machine application and click “use as backup disc” and the copying process has begun.  The leopard copies everything on your hard drive, including the Mac OS X itself, all your programs and all home folders.  The Time Machine automatically checks your Mac once per hour.  If any file, folder or setting changes, it gets backed up at the end of the hour, these follow up backups take very little time since Time Machine backs up only what’s changed.  So if a problem occurs the only files you can lose are those that you’ve changed in the last 59 minutes.  So in essence what the Time Machine is really doing is taking new snapshots of your hard drive constantly until the backup drive is full.  At that point the oldest backups get deleted to make room for new ones.  This application could be very useful in business for companies that complete many business transactions a day and need a more secure way of doing so.  This application would leave business people feeling much more safe in storing their information.


Another advanced application of the Leopard is iCal, a virtual calendar that offers much more than your standard paper calendar. Some of the useful features include automation of weakly events. This eliminates the process of entering events like staff meetings and work out schedules on a weekly basis. Also, iCal can remind its user of upcoming events with an email, dialogue box, or sound alert. Another functional aspect of iCal is the ability to publish your calendar on the internet, which allows you to share information with your address book, mail, iPod, or with other Macs. Also, the publishing feature allows you to download your spouse or your coworker’s calendar to your computer. In essence, the iCal provides the most advanced and efficient way of organizing one’s schedule. This is particularly helpful in business application because of the overly-busy schedules of most business people. By having an application that will literally be able to alert you for all your appointments and force you to have effective time management habits, businessmen will have easier lives and more efficient work days. Additionally, the unique ability of the iCal to connect one’s calendar to the internet will have an immediate impact on business practices and efficiency. No longer will businessmen have a need to call colleagues to coincide their schedules. One businessman stationed in China can see the schedule of a fellow businessmen in America and schedule appointments accordingly. Additionally, potential customers won’t need to call to check the availability times, and can instead have an updated schedule easily accessible online.    

Together, these features encompass a sense of the advantages that the Leopard holds. In reality, it is not a revolutionary piece of technology, nor a huge leap in the field of technology.  However, it is a reasonable update from former operating systems with tangible advantages. In particular to business, the Leopard can increase efficiency of entire corporations, as well as individual businessmen. The Leopard is certainly capable of increasing business organization along with overall efficiency. 
For more information on this product visit the Mac OS X website at http://www.apple.com/macosx/. 
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